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Abstract Over the last decade there have been among Chinese thinkers various narratives of
“Chinese value” “Chinese mode” “Chinese subjectivity” etc. What lies behind these narra—
tives is one theoretical presupposition historicism as in opposition to universal reason. Chinese
historicism grew out of the anti—-west trend in 1990s. Now against the backdrop of China e-
merging as a world power in the 21st century Chinese historicism goes further to challenge
the value of universal civilization with the belief that history is idiosyncratic and that the state is
but a collective representation of all the national idiosyncrasies. It tries to find the special ethos
of Chinese nationality as in opposition to western cultural universalism. However the overall
interpretation of China by historicism is ambiguous. Of western civilization Chinese historicism
rejects its value of Enlightenment but accepts its dangerous idea of statism. It can be predicted
that the alternative modernity Chinese historicism is pursuing will end up being a de-valued

and de—ethicized state power with its system legitimized in the Weberian fashion.

Keywords historicism universal civilization the Chinese mode
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