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On the Rise and Fall of Empires

YU Ke — ping
( Research Center for Chinese Politics Peking University Beijing 100091 China)

Abstract: The empire era has gone forever with the rise of nation state. Nevertheless human being has lived mostly
in the imperial time since it came into the age of civilization. The research on empires has been neglected to the
large extent after the World War II which leads to the total collapse of imperial system in the world. However there
have been more and more research on empires since the 21st century because of both the academic motivation to
make up for the lack of studies of empires and the practical motivation for mankind to explore a new international
order in the era of globalization. In history there have been a number of powerful empires that have had a far — reac—
hing impact on human civilization such as the Assyrian Empire the Persian Empire the Alexander Empire the
Roman Empire the Mongolian Empire the Ottoman Empire the Spanish Empire and the British Empire. Some
empires lasted as long as more than a thousand years while others lasted only a dozen years. The rise and fall of em—
pires has either its universal laws or its special conditions. From the perspective of universal law among the decis—
ive factors related to the fate of empires are the military force scientific and technological progress comprehensive
national strength political system strategic decision — making leadership national qualities and geopolitics.
Keywords: empire; globalization; studies of empires; emergence of empires; rise and fall of empires
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