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Involution and its Cultural Psychological Mechanism

WANG Chen
(Shenzhen University College of Communications, Shenzhen, Guangdong 518060)

Abstract: Involution, as a special form of social and cultural development, has its own appropriate
mechanisms leading to its emergence. It is the result of a closed, totalitarian society’s continuous self—replication.
Conservative agricultural economies are not alone in being susceptible to the problem of involution. Even initially
open market economies might suffer involution, leading to lower marginal returns. Today’s China is showing all
sorts of signs of involution, which requires some reflection on its deeper cause, which might be explained by our
social and cultural psychology. Involuted personalities manifest themselves in the lack of originality and passion,
in the proclivity for imitation and herd mentality, in the lack of a sense of the sovereign individual, in an easy
embrace of zero—sum thinking, and in the resulted collapse of social trust within the group. To overcome a
tendency toward an “involuted personality” requires respect of one’s individuality and a cultural and educational
environment that centers on the individual.

Key words: involution; involuted market; cultural psychology



