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Returning to the Alma Mater in Remembrance and the Life Identity .
Alumni of St John’s University in Shanghai and Their Narratives

Chen Hsiangmei
( General Education Center, St. John’s University, Xinbei, 25162)

Abstract This paper attempts to explore the alumni of St. John’s University in Shanghai through their life history how they comprehen-
ded the alma mater’s educational missions. Their learning experiences at St. John’s had such dramatic impacts on their lives and their
embracement of St. John’s "restoration movement" was whole — hearted.

St. John’s University was a Christian university that was founded very early in China. It’s nearly all — English training had nurtured
many distinguished diplomats and finance professionals for China. Yet about 60 years ago, St. John’s was faced with re - structure, fac-
ulties were merged with other universities. Its alumni from then are now reaching a very good old age. Looking back, they all find their
young and scholarly days at St. John’s the best memory of all.

My research finds that these alumni believe excellent English proficiency connected them with the global community. Also, general
and moral education at St. John’s shaped their personality and temperaments in an admirable way. St. John’s emphasis on physical edu-
cation also laid a sound foundation for their good health. St. John’s spirits, manifested in the image of Big Camphor Tree and the motto
of Light and Truth, further summoned their identity as well as cohesion. Therefore the restoration, or re — establishment, of St. John’s
had been actualized and become their collective identity. In a nutshell, learning experiences at St. John’s had become one of their most
significant life assets, and further shaped them to be international elites as such.

Key words life identity, life history, Shanghai, St John’s University, Christian universities





