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Theoretical Thoughts on the Governance of Social Mentality

LYU Xiao+kang' FU Chun-ye’
(1.Zhou Enlai School of Government,Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China;
2.Faculty of Psychology, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300074 , China)

Abstract: Social mentality governance is an indispensable part of state governance.lIt can be defined as the whole
process of governance of the content of social mentality that hinders or promotes the realization of national will
and the achievement of social order on the basis of the dominant value in a particular country in its development
stage.Social mentality governance has its unique characteristics and difficulties, distinguishing itself from other
types of governance, including the non-substantiality of the governance object, the decentralization tendency of
the governance scopes, the uncertainty of governance tools, and the difficulty in measurement of governance
performance. These have caused certain misunderstandings in the existing awareness and practice of social
mentality governance,which are mainly reflected in four romantic thoughts on the governance of social mentality:
psychological romanticism, institutional romanticism, engineering romanticism and technological romanticism.
More reflections on the effectiveness and deficiencies of existing social mentality governance theoretical
preparations and practical results should be strengthened, focusing on the objectives, approaches, theories, and
practices.This is the only way to enrich the theoretical theory library and governance toolbox for state governance
with Chinese features.
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