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Understanding the Governance of Social Mentality from the

Perspective of State Governance

LV Xiaokang

Abstract: The content and logic of social mentality governance should be understood in the grand con—
text of state governance. Social mentality is strongly driven by emotions and prone to polarize among
different social groups. Besides, it contains potential political demands and demonstrates the possibili—
ty of shaping public opinions. These features distinguish the governance of social mentality from the
governance of other issues. In the process of the governance of social mentality, it is necessary for us
to pay particular attention to the principle of modesty and employ multiple governance methods; and
use punishment prudently, empower social agents, and reinforce synergy to divert negative mentality
and cultivate positive mentality, so as to achieve the harmony and unity of social order and mentality
order. Thus, the ideal state of good governance could be achieved gradually by enhancing state gov—
ernance. It is also necessary for us to continuously increase the scientific social mentality research and
gain more theoretical insights into the essential attributes of social mentality, motivation mechanisms,
and governance methods, etc., so as to provide more scientific and effective disciplinary wisdom for
enriching governance tools and enhancing governance effectiveness.

Keywords: social mentality; state governance; social governance; psychology of governance;
modest governance
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