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From " Generalized class " to "De class": The Rise and Fall of Class Discourse in China
Wang Qisheng

Abstract; After the May 30th movement, different political forces and intellectuals had differ-
ent views and arguments about class concept and its applicability in China. During this
process, the CPCs propaganda of class discourse became stronger. While the CPC carried out
the localization, embodiment and utility of the Marx doctrine in china, it also made the con-
cept of class greatly generalized. After the Cultural Revolution, the academic circles reconsid-
ered and reviewed the concept of class. In the past 20 years, the" clas$' and" class struggle”
discourse gradually fade out of the China’s political and academic circles, showing the trend of
" De class™ . How to start from the class reality of China, to carry on the thorough and empir-
ical theoretical discussion of the modern and even contemporary class, is an academic problem
which should be paid more attention to. Comparing to the social differentiation of non—class
(such as occupation, race, ethnicity, etc. ), what is the degree of class differentiation Comr-
paring to the non — class inequalities, how significant is the inequality resulting from class
Comparing to non— class identities (such as gender, geography, religion, etc. ), how strong
is class identity In view of these problems, only by properly grasping the actual state of class
in history and reality can we not exaggerate or ignore the existence of social class.

Key words:class; class struggle; bourgeois class; Qu Qiubai; Mao Zedong
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