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Ideal and Reality of Family Lineage Continuation: A historical Demography Study of the Data
from Chinese Genealogies

Chen Xi
Institute of Historical Geography, Fudan University, 200433

Abstract: Although the continuation of the bloodline of a family lineage is an ideal which many people endeavored to
pursue in the traditional society, but it was a hard dream for most people and most of the bloodlines became extinct
without offspring due to the high mortality and very low life expectancy in traditional China. Based on the population data
from Chinese families’ genealogies, we examine the continuation of the families and their sub-lineages during 200 years
in Qing Dynasty by constructing fictitious sub-lineages. The results indicate that only 13.61% people had successfully
continued their bloodline and boasted of their own offspring after 267 years. The heir extinction was commonplace in
traditional China and the ideal of a continuous bloodline consistently confronted with great frustration.
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