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The Changes in China’s Social Structure Since
the New Century

LI Peilin
( School of Sociology and Ethnology, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: If we take the new century as the dividing point and divide the more than 40 years
since the reform and opening-up into the first 20-plus years and the subsequent 20-plus years,
the characteristics of China’s social structure transformation in the recent 20-plus years since
the new century have been markedly different from those of the previous 20-plus years before
the new century. This paper analyzes the changes in China’s social structure over the past 20—
plus years from four dimensions: industrial structure, urban-rural structure, population and
family structure, and social stratification and income distribution structure. It finds that,
against the deceleration of economic growth, China’s social structure still holds significant
potential and room for improvement, which represents a comparative advantage for the country”
s future development. The key lies in leveraging this advantage to promote continuous social
structure improvement, laying a solid social foundation for stable economic growth, sustained
enhancement of people’s livelihoods, and a positive social psychology.

Key words: social structure; social structure improvement; high-quality development
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