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ABSTRACTS

Rethinking the “Needham Problem” Zhang Xushan

The rise of modern science in Western Europe is a “positive particularity” , while the fact that it did
not independently appear in other civilizations is a *“ negative universality”. The presupposition of
“Needham Problem” is wrong, and its thesis is a question of “negative particularity” based on non-
historical fact, being not in line with the principle of historical research. The question why modern science
did not emerge in China has no other way but be focused on the historical fact that modern science is created
and flourished in Western Europe. The emergence of modern science was the result of the combination of
ancient Greek philosophy and social changes in modern Europe, while traditional Chinese society lacked the

soil for the development of modern science.

From “ Translating Knowledge” to “ Knowledge Translation” . The Dimension of Science and
Technology Translation in the Ming and Qing Dynasties Zhang Bisheng

Knowledge and translation are important components of the progress of human society, exhibiting a
strong correlation. Translation activities are centered on the acquisition, dissemination, and production of
knowledge, while translation itself serves as a practical endeavor that facilitates the production and
reconstruction of knowledge within heterogeneous cultural contexts. Thus, in the exploration of the internal
connection between translation and knowledge, it is usually held that knowledge is an essential attribute of
translation, and translation practice fosters the production of knowledge. This leads to a clarification of the
concepts and essential connotations of “translating knowledge” and “knowledge translation”. Based on this
foundation, a further exploration is conducted on the transition from “translating knowledge” to “knowledge
translation” in science and technology translation in the Ming and Qing dynasties. It is observed that sci-
tech translation in the late Ming Dynasty was generally non-systematic, sci-tech translation in early Qing
Dynasty was fragmented, sci-tech translation in the mid-Qing Dynasty experienced a period of stagnation,
and sci-tech translation in the late Qing Dynasty demonstrated apparently systemic characteristics and
professional dimensions. The unity of the late Qing technological terminology, the emergence of disciplinary
classification awareness, the establishment of specialized translation institutions, and the inception of
scientific translation theories all served as important foundations for the preliminary formation of “knowledge
translation”. On the basis of “knowledge translation,” translators from China and abroad carried out the
practice of translating Western sci-tech knowledge in an all-round way. In sum, the transition from
“translating knowledge” to “knowledge translation” in sci-tech translation during the Ming and Qing
dynasties facilitated the mutual appreciation of Chinese and Western scientific civilizations, pushed the
modernization of China’s scientific knowledge, and contributed to the formation of China’s modern scientific

knowledge system.

Comforting Allegory: The Hidden Materiality and Aesthetic Nature of Inalienable Possessions in
Small-Scale Societies Luo Yifei

In small-scale societies, there exists a category of artifacts known as “inalienable possessions” with
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